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My father always said that the Maldivian dhoni was never complete
without a sail. Even though | did not believe him, 1 did not have the courage to
say so. Some people, however, did have the courage to tell him that they did not
believe him.

Hassan Manik, the katheeb of our island, had a beautiful dhoni with a
very powerful diesel engine. He was always speaking about how that engine
had made him a rich man. He said that no good school of fish could ever escape
his boat because of the engine. :

_ One day, Hassan Manik invited my father to go fishing with him. My
father accepted the invitation. He accepted the invitation not because he was
interested in the boat. He knew that if he refused, his friends would laugh at
him, saying that he was afraid of traveling in a dhoni which had no sail.
However, my father never mentioned any of this to me.

Finally, that special day arrived. My father was going fishing with Hassan
Manik. | accompanied him to the beach where Hassan Manik waited for his
friend.

Son,” my father said as we walked towards the beach “Please look after
your mother!”
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